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employment with the American Institute in
Taiwan.

Sec. 2. The Director of the Office of Per-
sonnel Management shall prescribe such reg-
ulations as may be necessary to implement
this order.

Sec. 3. This order shall be effective upon
publication in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
July 7, 1997.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., July 9, 1997]

NOTE: This Executive order was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on July 8, and it
was published in the Federal Register on July 10.

Remarks Prepared for Delivery to
the North Atlantic Council in Madrid
July 8, 1997

Mr. Secretary General; Prime Minister
Aznar; fellow leaders. First I would like to
thank Prime Minister Aznar for his hospi-
tality in hosting this important meeting. I am
also very pleased to be joined in Madrid by
leading Members of our Congress, from both
Houses and both parties.

Three and a half years ago in Brussels, we
began to construct a new NATO for a new
Europe, taking on new missions and new
partners. Part of that effort included changes
in NATO’s command structure. I want to
confirm my belief that we will make the alli-
ance stronger by continuing to develop the
European Security and Defense Identity and
giving Europe a greater role within NATO.
By working toward a simplified, more effi-
cient military command structure, we will be
better able to meet the demands of new mis-
sions.

In this regard, I welcome Spain’s intention
to fully integrate into NATO’s military com-
mand. And I truly hope that in the very near
future France will join a reformed command
structure on terms acceptable to France and
consistent with the military effectiveness of
the alliance.

With respect to enlargement, I believe we
should make our alliance broader by inviting
Poland, Hungary, and the Czech Republic

into NATO, for the following reasons. Over
the past 7 years, these are the countries that
have proved their readiness to join us at this
table. While their work is still in progress,
they have met the highest standards of demo-
cratic and market reform. They have now
pursued those reforms long enough to give
us confidence they are irreversible, just as
our offer of NATO membership is irrevers-
ible. It is important to remember that fact
when we make our decision. There is no
precedent for removing or disinviting mem-
bers from the alliance.

Poland, Hungary, and the Czech Republic
have settled outstanding disputes with their
neighbors. They have established civilian
control of their armed forces and shown that
they are prepared to meet the stiff military
requirements NATO demands. I believe we
can afford the cost to ourselves of adding
these three countries to NATO’s strength.

I also believe that these three countries’
smooth and successful integration will create
momentum for others to follow. Today, we
must commit to keep the door of this alliance
open to all those ready to meet the respon-
sibilities of membership. I believe we should
exclude no European democracy. There are
other states that are close to being fully quali-
fied to join. When they are ready and the
time is right, I believe we should welcome
them.

We should not discount the other steps
that NATO is taking with its partners. To-
morrow we will hold the first summit-level
meeting of the Euro-Atlantic Partnership
Council. I am sure that every one of us is
happily surprised by just how successful the
Partnership For Peace has been in enabling
more than two dozen countries to work close-
ly with NATO. The new Euro-Atlantic Part-
nership Council will give these countries a
forum for deeper consultations with the alli-
ance and greater participation in decision-
making for operations to which they contrib-
ute. The enhancement of the Partnership
For Peace will also speed countries along the
road to eligibility for NATO membership.

To conclude, Mr. Secretary General, our
position is that we should decide today to
admit three countries to the alliance. Since
this is an irreversible step, we should offer
membership to those countries that are irre-
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versibly committed to democratic reforms,
while keeping the door firmly open to the
admission of other countries in the future.

NOTE: The President spoke to the North Atlantic
Council at approximately 11 a.m. at the Juan Car-
los Conference Center. A transcript of the Presi-
dent’s remarks was not available. This item fol-
lowed the advanced text released by the Office
of the Press Secretary.

Memorandum on the John D.
Dingell Department of Veterans
Affairs Medical Center
July 8, 1997

Memorandum for the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs

Subject: John D. Dingell Department of
Veterans Affairs Medical Center

A veteran of World War II, a local pros-
ecutor, and since 1955, representing the peo-
ple of Michigan in the Congress, John D.
Dingell has served his country and his State
with distinction for over 50 years. Further-
more, throughout his career Congressman
Dingell has championed both quality health
care and veterans’ rights. I therefore take
great pleasure in honoring Congressman
Dingell by naming the VA Medical Center
in Detroit after him.

Thus, in recognition of Congressman Din-
gell’s leadership and exemplary service to our
country, I direct that the VA facility located
at 4646 John R. in Detroit, Michigan, here-
after be known as the John D. Dingell De-
partment of Veterans Affairs Medical Center.
You are directed to take such further actions
as necessary to effect the naming of this facil-
ity for Congressman Dingell.

William J. Clinton

Remarks to the American
Community at the United States
Embassy in Madrid
July 8, 1997

Thank you. Thank you very much, ladies
and gentlemen. I thank all of you for being
here, for all the service that you have given
either through this Embassy or through our

NATO mission. Whether you are an Amer-
ican working for some branch of the United
States Government or a foreign national who
has contributed to our success here, we’re
very grateful to you.

And I thank those of you who have brought
your children. I thank you for doing that be-
cause, after all, what we are celebrating today
are actions taken to make the future of these
children more secure, more rich, more full
of promise, more dependent upon their own
abilities and not the whims of some dictator
who would seek to advance the cause of his
or her power at the expense of their dreams.
So I’m very, very glad to see all of you here
today.

Let me begin by thanking our delegation.
I thank Secretary Albright for bringing her
personal life story and her vision into her
work every day. I thank Secretary Cohen for
his leadership at the Defense Department
and for helping us to prove that our politics
can still stop at the water’s edge and we can
work across party lines to do what’s right for
America.

I thank the members of this distinguished
congressional delegation: the chairman of the
delegation, Senator Roth, who spoke today
on behalf of parliamentarians in all the
NATO countries; Senator Biden, who had to
leave; Senator Mikulski; Senator Smith; and
Congressmen Gilman, Solomon, Gejdenson
and Sisisky. I thank them for coming, Mem-
bers of both parties in both Houses of Con-
gress, proving that we are united on this
issue.

Let me also say a special word of thanks
to our distinguished Ambassador, Dick Gard-
ner, for the fine job he has done here for
the last 4 years. He and Danielle have done
very well, and we will always be grateful for
their service. I also thank them for their as-
tonishing hospitality to me, to Hillary, to our
family, and to many others who have come
to Spain in search of peace and beauty—and
just being happy tourists. We’re very grateful
to you for all that you’ve done.

I want to say a special word of thanks to
Ambassador Hunter and the NATO mission
for all they have done to make this a success.
All of you know what happened today. We
bridged a chasm in history and began a jour-
ney to a new Europe and a new century by

VerDate 01-JUL-97 08:55 Aug 05, 1997 Jkt 173998 PO 00000 Frm 00012 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P28JY4.009 INET01


